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S  it  t  ingbounre , 

Kent, 

Sept ember ,  195 


The  Chairman,  and  Members  of  the 

Swale  Rural  District  Council* 


Mr*  Chairman,  Mrs  Bishop  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Health  and  Sanitary 
Circumstances  of  the  Rural  District  for  1 955* 


The  death  rate,  infantile  mortality  rate  and  incidence  of  Infectious  disease 
by  which  the  health  of  the  community  may  be  judged  give  good  grounds  for 
satisfaction. 


The  crude  death  rate  of  8.8  per  1,000  is  the  lowest  recorded  during  the  past 
ten  years  while  the  infant  mortality  since  1950  has  been  considerably  below  the 
National  Average* 


The  incidence  of  infectious  disease  which  give  a  figure  of  357  notifications 
was  considerably  swollen  by  the  measles  epedemic  amounting  to  248  cases  which 
however  proved  to  be  mainly  mild  in  character* 


The  Council  have  decided  to  replace  204  of  th©  296  unfit  houses  Within  the 
next  five  years  and  the  completion  of  this  programme  will  give  the  benefit  of 
sunshine,  fresh  air,  freedom  from  dampness  and  modern  amenities  to  a  large  number 
of  the  community  who  have  for  too  many  years  lived  in  these  subnormal  conditions* 
It  is  pleasing  to  record  that  with  the  slum  clearance  programme  there  is  also  a 
considerable  number  of  applications  for  improvement  grants  involving  95  pro¬ 
perties  during  the  year,  the  greater  proportion  viz*  88  being  tenanted  houses* 


Slum  Clearance  and  the  advent  of  the  new  Pood  Hygiene  Regulations  have 
considerably  increased  the  routine  visits  of  the  Health  Department  and  I  must 
record  my  thanks  for  the  help  and  co-operation  of  my  colleagues  during  the  year 
and  especially  to  Mr*  Dunning  for  his  help  in  compiling  this  report*  I  would 
also  thank  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  Committee  lor  their  helpful 

advice  throughout  the  year* 


I  am. 


Your  obedient  Servant, 

J,  To  MURPHY, 
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SECTION  1 


SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 


1*  CLIMATOLOGY 

The  total  rainfall  for  the  year  was  slightly  lower  than  in  the  previous 
year,  that  recorded  at  the  Faversham  Sewage  Works  being  26, 6l  inches  as 
compared  with  27.43  in  1954,  and  at  Highsted  Water  Works,  Sittingbourne, 
29*40  inches  in  1955  as  compared  with  30.37  in  1954. 

2*  AREA 


No  change  from  1954  ~  62,015  (approximately  97  square  miles). 

3*  POPULATION 

The  estimated  mid-year  population  for  the  District  as  given  by  the 
Registrar -General  was  20,220,  showing  an  increse  of  80  over  last  year's 
estimate,  and  an  increase  of  506  over  the  1951  Census  figure.  The 
natural  increase  of  the  population  i«e«,  the  excess  of  births  over  deaths 
during  1955  was  106. 

4.  NUMBER  OF  INHABITED  HOUSES 

The  number  of  inhabited  houses  at  the  end  of  1955  was  6,523  as  compare 
with  6,431  at  the  end  of  1954  --  an  increase  of  92.  This  increase  was  due 
to  27  houses  built  by  the  Council  and  65  constructed  privately  (total  92), 
but  during  the  year  other  houses  ceased  to  be  used  as  living  accommodation 
either  by  reason  of  demolition  or  conversion  to  other  purposes. 

5.  RATEABLE  VALUE 

£80,872  as  compared  with  £87,224  in  the  previous  year. 

60  SUM  PRESENTED  B L  A  FENNY  RATE 

£325  11s.  Id.  a  decrease  of  £8  2s.  Id.  over  the  figure  for  1954. 
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SECTION  II 


VITAL 

STATISTICS 

BIRTHS 

(i)  Live  Births 

Legitimate  .  „ « 
Illegitimate 

M 

...  152(164) 

...  1CK  5) 

p 

120(156) 

4^  6) 

Total 

272(320) 
14(  11) 

162(169) 

124(162) 

286(331) 

(ii)  Still  Births 

Legit  jurat  e  * .  • 
Illegitimate 

X(  5) 

...  -(  -) 

4(  1) 

”(  “) 

5(  6) 
“(  -) 

l(  5) 

4(  1) 

5(  6) 

(iii)  Birth  Rata  -  The  Grade  birth  rate  for  the  year  at  14. 1  per  15000 
of  the  estimated  population  shows  a  decrease  as  compared  with  16.4  per 
1,000  in  1954.  The  corrected  birth  rat©  for  the  area  is  14.7,  the  rate 
for  England  and  Wales  being  15.0. 

(It)  Percentage  of  Still  Births  and  Illegitimate  Rate  -  The  percentage 
of  still  births  to  total  births  has  slightly  decreased  from  1.8 %  in  1954 
to  1e?$  in  1955,  and  the  illegitimate  rate  shows  an  increase  from  3*4$  in 

1954  to  5.1#  in  1955. 

(v)  Excess  of  Births  over  Deaths  -  This  amounted  to  108  for  the  year 

1955  and  shows  a  decrease  as  compared  with  the  corresponding  figure  for 
the  year  1954  which  was  123  and  is  only  slightly  more  than  80  which  was 
the  figure  for  1953* 

(v±)  Table  1  shows  the  number  of  births  and  birth  rates  since  1948. 

2.  DEATHS, 

(a)  The  number  of  deaths  occurring  in  or  assigned  to  the  area  during 
1955  was  178  of  which  98  were  males  and  80  females.  This  is  a  decrease 
on  the  number  (208)  which  occurred  in  the  previous  year  and  as  will  be 
seen  from  Table  1  the  number  of  deaths  occurring  in  1955  is  below  the 
average  for  the  past  ten  years. 

The  following  statement  shows  the  age  and  sex  distribution  of  the 
deaths  that  occurred  in  19 55® 


+  Figures  in  brackets  relate  to  the  preceding  year. 


—  - - ■*■'■■■■ 

1 - 

Una 

1 

— 

1-5 

- - 

-15 

**25 

J  1 

"35 

“45 

-55 

-65 

— 

-75 

-85 

Over 

85 

—————— 

Total 

Rdale 

1 

1 

1 

3 

2 

8 

12 

27 

25 

18 

98 

i'omaXa  . . . 

4 

mm 

- 

- 

- 

4 

5 

8 

20 

33 

6 

80  | 

Total 

5 

1 

■J  1 

1 

3 

M—  ■  ■■—■ 

6 

!L 

20 

47 

58 

24 

178  1 
L  J 

(b)  The  ©rude  death  rate  at  8*8  per  1,000  of  the  population  shows  a 
slight  decrease  over  that  of  the  previous  year  (10. 3  per  1,000)  and  this 
is  the  lowest  recorded  over  the  past  ten  years*  The  corrected  death 
rate  for  the  area  is  8*  0%  which  compares  favourably  with  the  death  rate 
of  England  and  Wales  which  is  11. 7» 

(e)  Table  1  shows  the  number  of  deaths  and  the  death  rates  since 
1946  and  Table  2  shows  the  causes  of  death  during  1955  classified  by  the 
Registr&r-General  under  J-6  heading  based  on  the  Abbreviated  List  of  the 
International  Statistical  Classification  of  Diseases,  Injuries  and  Causes 
of  Death* 


TABLE  I 

Births  and  Deaths  194&  -  1955 


— 

Year 

— - - 

No*  of 
Births 

- - — — 

No,  of 

Deaths 

Excess  of 
Births  over 
Deaths 

r — - - - -  —— 

Crude 

Birth  Rat® 

Crude 

Death  Rate 

1546 

356 

219 

117 

21.9 

12.4 

1947 

439 

228 

211 

24.4 

12.7 

1948 

391 

219 

172 

20.3 

11.4 

1949 

367 

227 

140 

19.3 

11.9 

1950 

359 

241 

118 

l8o  8 

12.6 

1951 

320 

211 

109 

16.3 

10.8 

1952 

325 

193 

132 

16.3 

9.8 

1953 

291 

211 

80 

14.5 

10.5 

1954 

331 

208 

123 

16.4 

10.3 

1955 

286 

- — — — — 

178 

108 

14.1 

8.8 
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TABLE  2 


Causes  of  Death 


Cause 


1.  Tuberculosis  Respiratory  . . .  .  . .  . . . 

2„  Tuberculosis,  other  © 0 .  ...  ...  ... 

3.  oyphilitic  disease  ..o  ...  ...  ... 

4©  Diphtheria  . . . . 

5®  Whooping  Cough  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

6.  Meningococcal  infections  . 

7.  Acute  Poliomyelitis  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Sfl  Measles  o . .  ...  ...  oo.  .»o  ... 

9.  Other  infective  and  parastic  diseases 

1 0.  Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach  ...  ... 

1 1 .  Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus  . . . 

12.  Malignant  neoplasm,  breast  . . 

13.  Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus  <>..  ... 

14.  Other  malignant  &  lymphatic  neoplasms 

15.  leukaemia,  aleukaemia  ...  ...  ... 

1 6.  Diabetes  ...  o..  oo.  «o.  ...  o.. 

1 7*  Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system  . . . 
18„  Coronary  disease,  angina  ...  ...  ... 

1 9.  Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

20.  Other  heart  diseases  ...  ...  ... 

21.  Other  circulatory  disease  ...  ... 

22*  Influenza  .  *  o  .oo  ©  © «  ...  ®©o  o©© 

2  3  o  Pneumonia  oo.  ..o  ooo  ...  ...  . .  © 

24.  Bronchitis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

25.  Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

26©  Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  ...  ... 

27*  Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea  . . . 
28.  Nephritis  and  nephrosis  ...  ...  ... 

29*  Hyperplasia  of  prostate  ...  . 

30,  Fi’egnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

31©  Congenital  malformations  ...  ...  ... 

32.  Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

33«  Motor  vehicle  accidents  . 

34*  All  other  accidents  ...  ...  ... 

33.  Suicide  ...  ...  . . 

36.  Homicide  and  operations  of  war 


Males 


All  causes 


-(  1 


- -) 


Females 


1(  - 


98(114)  80(94) 


Total 


1(  2. 


78(208)  I 


+  Figures  in  brackets  relate  to  the  preceding  year 
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3*  INFANT  MORTALITY 


There  were  5  deaths  of  infants  under  1  year  of  age  during  1 935»  A 
decrease  of  1  over  that  of  the  previous  year  which  gives  an  Infantile 
Mortality  Kate  for  the  year  of  17*5  P®r  1,000  live  births.  The  Infantile 
Mortality  Kate  for  the  country  as  a  whole  is  24.9  establishing  a  new  low 
record.  The  five  infant  deaths  were  due  to  factors  over  which  environ¬ 
mental  hygiene  has  no  control  and  all  occurred  during  the  neonatal  period. 

The  number  of  infant  deaths  and  the  rate  per  1,000  births  for  the 
past  ten  years  in  the  district  are  given  in  Table  4*  Since  1947  the 
infantile  mortality  rate  has  been  considerably  below  the  National  figure 
indicating  improved  standard  of  living,  better  environmental  conditions 
and  improved  medical  care  to  which  the  new  anti-brotic  drugs  have 
considerably  contributed. 

The  causes  of  Infant  Deaths  that  occurred  are  given  in  Table  3* 

TABLE  3 


INFANT  DEATHS 


Cause 

Place  of  Death 

Male 

Female 

1 0  Spina  bifida  talipes  • . • 

Hospital 

— 

2  days 

2.  Prematurity  ...  ... 

Hospital 

1  hour 

- 

3*  Prematurity  ...  ... 

Hospital 

- 

2  days 

4.  Septicaemia .  ... 

Hospital 

- 

2  weeks 

3#  Fracture  of  Skull 

Asphyxisi 

L 

Hasel  Wood 
Stalisfield 

— 

2  days 

TABLE  4 


Year 

No.  of  Deaths 

Kates 

1946 

18 

46.4 

1947 

21 

47.8 

1948 

9 

23.0 

1949 

8 

21.8 

1950 

6 

16.7 

1951 

5 

13»6 

1952 

6 

18.5 

1953 

4 

13-7 

1934 

6 

18.1 

1935 

3 

17.4 
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INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  DISEASES 


1.  Total  number  of  th©  various-  Infectious  Diseases  notified  during  the 
year,  the  number  of  cases  admitted  to  Hospital  or  Sanatorium  arid  the  number 
of  deaths  attrib  >ted  to  each  disease  in  the  Registrar-General *s  classification 
of  deaths  is  given  in  Table  % 


TABLE  5 


Disease 

Cases 

Notified 

Removed  to 
Hospital  or 
Sanatorium 

Deaths 

Scarlet  Fever  . „ .  • . .  . . .  . . . 

27 

41) 

21 

Whooping  Cough  * . .  • • •  . * .  ... 

441 

151) 

- 

- 

/if"  -  ~j  JL.0  S  ©  c  <o  e»  *  *  #  »  »  i *  *  *►  t>  9  c 

248 

l  3) 

4 

- 

» •  #  & «  »  » #  •  o  •  ®  • 

141 

53) 

1 

- 

Dysentery  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

2 

,  13) 

2 

- 

Tuberculosis  Pulmonary  ...  ... 

12< 

;  7) 

6 

3 

Tuberculosis  No n-Pu imo  nary  ... 

1< 

;  5) 

1 

- 

Erysipelas  ...  ...  ...  ... 

H 

i) 

- 

- 

Puerpur&l  Pyrexia  ...  . . 

1 

i 

1 

- 

Poliomyelitis  (Paralytic)  ... 

4' 

\ 

*  * 

4 

- 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  ...  ... 

3(  -) 

— 

- 

357(255) 

40 

3 

2.  Table  6  shows  the  age  groups  affected  by  the  diseases  notified. 


TABLE  6 

Age  Group  Distribution  -  Infectious  Disease 


Disease 

Und 

1 

0-5 

-10 

-15 

-20 

-25 

-30 

1  $ 

1  i 

-40 

-45 

I  O 

tr\ 

!  1 

-55' 

0v 

55 

Total 

Scarlet  Fever  ...  . .  e 

— 

4 

IS 

3 

1 

o» 

*r» 

— r 

27 

Whooping  Cough  ...  . . . 

3 

22 

is 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

44 

iVl^S  IL0  3  9  C  9  9  9  9  9  9  9 

2 

80 

150 

10 

2 

1 

2 

1 

- 

~ 

- 

- 

— 

248 

0  lJ5P3tO  71.1.3.  «Oe  9  9  0  do* 

- 

1 

4 

1 

3 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

3 

14 

Dysentery  ...  ...  . . . 

«*» 

- 

A 

k 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

- 

- 

- 

2 

Tuberculosis  ulmon&ry 

- 

~ 

- 

- 

1 

1 

1 

3 

1 

- 

1 

1 

3 

12 

"  Non-  Pulmonary 

- 

1 

- 

1 

Erysipelas  ...  . . . 

- 

- 

- 

- 

~ 

— 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  » . . 

- 

- 

•r» 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1  • 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Poliomyelitis  (Paralytic) 

•0 

- 

2 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

4 

Opht  h .  Imia  Ne  0  nat  crum 

7. 

— 

- 

— 

- 

— 

— 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

3 

8 

w  |V|<0« 

0? 

1 95 

13 

7 

3 

3 

3 

2 

- 

2 

3 

7 

357 

+  Figures  in  brackets  relate  to  the  preceding  year. 
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There  were  357  notifications  received  during  the  year  of  which  Measles 
accounted  for  248  as  compared  with  only  3  in  the  previous  year.  Whooping 
Cough  dropped  considerably  during  1955  to  44  as  compared  with  151  in  1954. 

Fonsr  cases  of  Acute  Poliomyelitis  were  notified  during  the  years  and 
all  were  of  the  paralytic  type  -  one  in  Selling  in  September  -  one  in 
Teynham  in  September  -  one  in  Dunkirk  in  October  and  one  in  Newington  in 
October,  The  case  at  Selling  was  of  an  8  years  old  boy  at  a  Hop-picking 
Camp  in  Selling  whose  home  address  is  in  Gravesend.  All  the  cases  were 
admitted  to  Hospital  and  later  confirmed. 

In  Appendix  A  is  shown  the  distribution  in  the  various  parishes  of 
cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  during  1955° 

TUBERCULOSIS 


TABLE  ? 

Number  of  cases  of  Tuberculosis  notified  and  number  of  deaths 
and  the  death  rates  each  year  from  1945  -  1955. 


*1 

Number  of  Primary 
Notifications  Received 

— 

. 

Deaths 

Death  Rate  per  j 

10o000  of  Population 

Year 

Pulmonary 

Nozx- 

Polmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

1945 

14- 

3 

10 

2 

6.03 

1.2 

1946 

12 

6 

8 

1 

4.5 

0.5 

1947 

10 

3 

9 

— 

5.01 

0.0 

1948 

16 

3 

4 

3 

2.08 

1.5 

1949 

11 

5 

5 

3 

2.6 

1.5 

1950 

7 

1 

3 

— 

1.5 

0.0 

1951 

12 

4 

4 

2.04 

0.0 

1952 

12 

1 

5 

- 

2.5 

0.0 

1953 

12 

3 

3 

1.5 

0.0 

1954 

7 

5 

3 

— 

1.5 

0.0 

1955 

12 

1 

3 

— 

1.5 

0.0 

A  summary  of  the  cases  remaining  on  the  Tuberculosis  Register  for  the 
area  at  the  end  of  1955  is  shown  in  Table  8„  Though  there  has  been  over  a 
period  of  years  a  gradual  increase  in  the  numbers  on  the  Register  (88  at  the 
end  of  1947 j,  156  at  the  end  of  1955)  this  is  neither  unexpected  nor  alarming 
but  it  is  due  to  the  fact  that  the  patients  are  on  the  Register  for  longer 
periods  than  previously. 
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TABLE  8 


M 


Pulmonary 


F 


Non-Pulmonary 
M  F 


No,  of  oases  on  Register 
at  1st  January*  1955  o  o » 

Now  OaSOS  9  0  9  9  0  9  9  O  f> 

Restored  to  Register  . <> « 
Tranf erred  to  Swale  » . . 


- 


Dxodi  9  0  0  O  O  O  *  ©  O  6  0  0  « 

Left  Swstl©  ^  o  o  ©oo  o©©  « 

9  0  r>  ©O©  ©  ©  ©  * 

Cancelled  Noa-luberculosis 


59(57)  54(50) 
8(  2)  4(  5) 

-(  -)  -(  -) 

1(4)  3(1) 


68(63)  61(56) 

3(  2)  -(  1) 

-(  2)  2(  ~) 

:i  21 


65(59)  57(54) 


18 


!1i 

(-"i 


til! 
“(  “) 
“(  ”) 


18(18)  19(19) 


:(( -j 

: 


1 

2(  1 


18(18)  16(18) 


Total 


149(139) 

13(  12) 
4(  5) 


166(15 6) 


156(149) 


IMMUNISATION  AND  VACCINATION 

—*  1  r  II  —no—  —  ■  '  —  —MB—  1  II  lil.x T— 

(i)  Diphtheria  Immunisation  -  From  figures  supplied  by  courtesy  of  the 
County  Medical  Officer  it  appears  that  276  children  under  5  years  of  age  and 
38  children  5~15  years  were  immunised  during  1 955*  It  would  also  appear  that 
of  all  children  in  the  area  under  the  age  of  1 5  years  on  the  31  st  December* 
1955,  3,731  had  completed  a  course  of  immunisation  before  that  date.  The 
number  of  re-inforcing  innoeulations  carried  out  (mainly  children  commencing 
school  life)  was  3 32  as  compared  with  327  in  the  previous  year, 

(ii)  Vaocirnation  -  Also  by  courtesy  of  the  County  Medical  Officer  it  is 
reported  that  1 69  primary  vaccinations  and  10  re-vaccinations  were  carried 
out*  as  compared  with  last  year’s  figures  which  were  215  and  13  respectively. 
Of  the  169  primary  vaccinations  106  were  of  children  under  1  year  of  age  and 
60  in  children  aged  1-5  years. 


+  Figures  in  brackets  relate  to  the  preceding  year. 
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SECTION  IV 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 


Local  Authority  Health  Services  under  the  National  Health  Service  Act  are 
administered  by  the  Kent  County  Council  as  the  Local  Health  Authority*  Those 
Services  include  the  care  of  Mothers  and  loung  Children!  the  provisions  of 
Mid  wives!  Horn'  visiting  and  Home  Nursing!  Vaccination  and  Immunisation! 
Prevention  of  Illnessj  Care  and  After-Care  and  the  Domestic  Help  Services,, 
Mental  Welfare  and  the  treatment  and  care  of  Tuberculosis  patients  is  provided 
by  the  Regional  Hospital  Board* 


SCHOOL  HEALTH  SERVICES 


Through  the  courtesy  of  the  County  Medical  Officer,  the  following  extracts 
from  the  Annual  Report  on  the  School  Health  Services  in  the  Area  are  given® 


(a)  Medical  Inspections^- 

(i)  Number  of  children  inspected  (periodic)  » . .  . .. 

(ii)  Number  of  special  inspections  „<>»  oo„  coo  .00 

(iii )  Number  of  re~insp@etions  o  „  o  • . «  00.  » . .  ... 

(iv;  Number  of  children  found  at  periodic  inspections  to 
require  treatment  <> . .  ...  ...  ...  ... 

(v)  Percentage  requiring  treatment  ...  ... 


739 

51 

186 


6. 


51 


The  defects  found  during  these  inspections  are  given  in  the  following 
table  from  which  it  will  be  seen  that  eye  defects  and  defects  of  the  ear, 
nose  and  throat  are  still  the  principle  reason  for  pupils  requiring  treatment. 


Defects 

Number 

Ey  e  s  000  ©00  ©0©  *o©  000  ©  ©  ©  000 

Ears,  nose  and  throat  *©©  ©©©  . ©© 

Ort  hopaecLixs  ©oo  ooo  ©©©  ooo  ooo 

Lungs  ©0©  ooo  ooo  ooo  ooo  ooo  ©00 

Heart  and  Circulation  ©  ©  ©  ©  ©  ©  ©  © . 

Development  oo©  oo©  ooo  ©©o 

Psy  c  ho logical  ©*©  ©oo  ooo  ©©©  ©  ©  © 

ooo  ...  ...  »  O  O  oo.  23 

0.0  ooo  ooo  0.0  ooo  19 

ooo  ooo  ooo  ooo  ooo  1  0 

1 

OOO  OOO  OOO  OOO  OOO  0 

ooo  ooo  ooo  ooo  ooo  <xa* 

ooo  OOO  OOO  Ooo  OOO 

0..  ...  ..0  0.0  .0.  9 

(b)  General  Conditiono 

The  classification  of  the  general  condition  of  children  inspected  was 
as  follows:- 
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; 

Groups 

— 

Number 

Inspected 

Percentages 

Good 

Fair 

Poor 

Entrants  ...  ...  ... 

222(290) 

39.2(43.8) 

57.7(52.1) 

3. 1  (4. 1 ) 

Second  Age  Group 

219(220) 

38.4(49.1) 

55.2(45.9) 

6.4(5.0) 

Third  Age  Group 

***(  “ ) 

-(  -) 

“(  -) 

“(  “) 

Other  periodic  in- 

SpGCt  iOn.3  900  000 

298(323) 

38.6(34.3) 

58.0(60.7) 

3.4(5.0) 

739(833) 

38.7(41.5) 

57.1(55.8) 

4.2(4.7) 

From  these  figures  it  would  appear  that  generally  speaking  the  health  of 
the  school  children  in  the  area  remains  good.  Under  that  classification  the 
percentage  classified  as  '“good"  decreased  from  41 « 5%  in  1954  to  38. 7$>  in  1955 
with  a  slight  increase  in  those  classified  as  "fair”  and  an  agreeable  decrease 
in  those  classified  as  !,poorr. 

(e)  Dental  Inspection. 

(i )  Number  actually  treated  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  .  164 

(ii)  Attendances  made  by  pupils  for  treatment  ...  ...  ...  569 

(d)  Infestation  with  Vermin 

(i)  Total  number  of  examinations  in  the  Schools  by  the  School 

Nurse  or  other  authorised  persons  . . .  ...  6,147(6,579) 

(ii)  Total  number  of  individual  pupils  found  to  be  infested  .  15(  26; 

(iii)  Number  of  individual  pupils  in  respect  of  whom  cleansing 

notices  were  issued  (Section  54(2)  Education  Act,  1944).  2(  4) 


+  Figures  in  brackets  relate  to  the  preceding  year. 


SECTION  V 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OP  THE  AREA 

1.  Water  Supplies. 

Mains  of  the  Mid  Kent  Water  Company  serve  the  eastern  parishes  of  the 
Swale  Rural  District  and  those  of  the  Chatham  Water  Company  the  western 
parishes  with  the  exception  of  the  parish  of  Oare  which  is  supplied  by  the 
Faversham  Water  Company  and  parts  of  the  parishes  of  Bobbing  and  Borden 
supplied  by  the  Sittingbourne  Urban  District  Council. 

These  water  mains  cover  the  district  very  well  and  it  is  only  the 
isolated  cottages  which  cannot  be  given  a  main  supply.  Work  was  started 
by  the  Mid  Kent  Water  Company  on  a  short  extension  of  a  main  which  would 
afford  a  supply  to  a  further  9  properties  at  Rhode  Common  in  the  parishes 
of  Selling  and  Dunkirk.  The  possibility  of  affording  a  main  supply  to 
the  Denstroude  area  was  considered  but  in  view  of  the  long  length  of  dead 
main  the  cost  was  found  to  be  prohibitive?, 

Only  one  house  was  connected  to  a  main  supply  during  the  year  and  the 
percentages  remain  approximately  the  same  viz:  95%  with  water  laid  on  inside 
the  house,  3® 2/6  with  standpipes  and  1.8;%  with  wells  or  carted  water. 

2.  Drainage  and  Sewerage. 


There  are  sewerage  facilities  in  the  parishes  of  Boughton,  Lynsted, 
Teynham,  Iwade,  Newington,  Oare  and  parts  of  the  parishes  of  Borden  and 
Rodmersham.  The  remaining  parishes  rely  on  conservancy  methods. 

The  long  awaited  works  in  connection  with  the  Newington,  Lower 
Halstow  sewerage  scheme  have  still  not  started  as  further  difficulties 
were  encountered  during  1955* 

3.  Public  Cleansing. 


The  collection  of  house  refuse  and  the  emptying  of  cesspools  comes 
under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Engineer  &  Surveyor  who  has  at  his  disposal 
for  this  service  3  refuse  lorries  (including  1  spare  for  emergency  use) 
and  4  cesspool  emptiers.  Complaints  were  received  about  non  collection 
during  holiday  periods  but  a  scheme  was  implemented  to  minimise  this 
inconvenience. 

4.  Rodent  Control. 


One  operator  is  employed  by  the  Council  for  the  treatment  of  infested 
properties  and  inspections  for  locating  infestations.  Advise  is  always 
available  to  owners  or  occupiers  who  wish  to  treat  their  own  premises. 

With  the  introduction  of  Warfarin  this  practice  has  grown  steadily  and  now 
the  majority  of  farmers  in  the  area  adopt  this  method.  By  far  the  largest 
proportion  of  the  operator's  time  is  on  survey  work  which  is  a  good  sign 
that  control  measures  are  being  effective. 
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S'  • 

Type  of  Property 

Non-Agricult ural 

Agricul¬ 

tural 

Local 

Authority 

Dwelling 

Houses 

(inc. 

Council 

All  other 
(inc. 
Business 
Premises 

Total  of 
Cols  (l) 
(2)  &(3) 

Number  of  properties  in 
Local  Authority  • . „  . . .  «... 

5 

6331 

334 

6670 

723 

2*  Number  of  properties  in¬ 
spected  as  a  result  of: 

(a)  Notification  ••• 

(b)  Survey  under  the  Act 

19 

1 

20 

5 

2340 

103 

2448 

195 

3®  Total  inspections  carried 
out  including  re-inspections 

38 

2559 

107 

2704 

201 

b-c  Number  of  properties  in¬ 
spected  which  were  found  to 
be  infested  by; 

\&)  Rats  (Major  p  » *  « ®  o 

(Minor  • • »  * . . 

(b )  Mice  (Major  • . .  » • • 

I 

(Minor  » • .  . . • 

5 

55 

60 

4 

- 

114 

- 

114 

2 

- 

37 

3 

40 

- 

- 

14 

- 

14 

- 

5*  Number  of  infested  pro¬ 
perties  treated  by  the 

Local  Authority  « •  •  » •  •  •  • « 

5 

220 

3 

228 

6 

Total  treatments  carried 
out  including  re-treatments 

19 

239 

3 

261 

6 

7*  Number  of  "Block”  control 
[schemes  carried  out  •  •  •  •  •  • 

am 

SO 

— 

.. 

— 

j9  Disinfection  and  Disinfestation* 

(i)  There  was  a  reduction  in  the  number  of  visits  for  the  investigation  of 
oases  of  infectious  disease,  69  compared  with  79  in  1954  and  similarly  a  reduction 
in  the  number  of  rooms  disinfected  66  compared  with  104*  As  there  was  no  outbreak 
of  food  poisoning  during  the  year  the  number  of  faeces  specimen  submitted  for 
examination  was  reduced  from  22  in  1954  to  5* 

(ii)  There  were  22  visits  made  during  the  year  regarding  vermin  but  several 
of  these  were  to  one  Council  house  which  proved  somewhat  difficult  to  deal  with-, 
Fortunately  this  does  not  present  a  serious  problem  in  your  area* 

6,  Inspection  of  the  District* 

■■■  —  III  iiiiiiHim .  ■■■■'■  '  I '  —  III  I.IIIII1IIII  HgriMW— Iimin  —  WTim'iiMiw  - 

A  summary  of  visits  made  during  the  year  is  given  in  Appendix  B* 
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SECTION  VI 


FOOD  AND  POOD  INSPECTION 


Pood  Supplies, 


A  good  deal  of  attention  is  given  to  the  safeguarding  of  food 
supplies  and  the  improvement  of  conditions  under  which  they  are  handled. 
Hot  water  supply  was  provided  and  walls  cleansed  in  one  food  shop 
following  the  service  of  an  informal  notice, 

A  list  of  foodstuff  found  to  unfit  for  human  consumption  is  given 
in  Appendix  0, 

(i)  Milk 


There  has  been  a  slight  increase  in  the  number  of  people  registered 
as  "distributors"  of  milk. 

Registered  Distributors  of  Milk  ...  .  2?f24) 

Registered  Dairies  (other  than  Farms)  ...  ...  3(  4) 

All  milk  is  sold  under  one  or  other  of  the  Special  Designations  and 
the  following  licences  have  been  issued  by  the  Council. 

(a)  Dealers  (Business  in  Swale), 

Pasteurised  ...  ...  ...  .  ...  ...  ...  6(  3) 

Sterxl^Lsed  ...  . .  •  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  15(13) 

Tuberculin  Tested  .  ...  ...  ...  4(  3) 

(b)  Supplementary  (Business  not  in  Swale  but  selling  milk  in 

the  rural  district). 

Pasteurised  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  .  5(5) 

Sterilised  ...  ...  . . .  . .  1(2) 

Tuberculin  Tested  ...  ...  . .  ...  7(7) 

Samples.  Nine  samples  were  taken  during  the  year  and  all  satisfied 
the  prescribed  tests. 

(ii)  Ice  Cream, 

No  ice  cream  is  manufactured  in  the  area  but  62  premises  are  registered 
for  the  sale  of  ice  cream.  There  were  25  samples  of  ice  cream  submitted 
for  examination  during  the  year  and  of  these  22  were  in  Grade  I,  2  in  Grade 
II  and  1  in  Grade  III. 

(iii)  Meat. 

Slaughtering  has  been  carried  on  at  4  of  the  5  slaughterhouses  licensed 
in  the  area  and  although  a  good  deal  takes  place  outside  the  normal  office 
hours  all  animals  and  offal  were  examined.  The  quality  of  animals  killed 
has  been  of  a  good  standard  and  diseased  conditions  found  were  not  out  of 
the  ordinary.  The  following  table  sets  out  the  type  of  animal  killed  and 
a  suriEiary  of  the  findings  on.  examination. 
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!  Cattle 
excluding 
Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Horses 

Number  killed  ...  ... 

349 

18 

23 

337 

872 

- 

Number  inspected  ... 

349 

18 

23 

337 

872 

- 

All  diseases  except  Tuber- 

am 

2- 

10 

7 

culosis  &  Cysticerci. 

Whole  carcases  condemned. 

[Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was  condemns 

d.  50 

2 

- 

5 

29 

— 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than  tuber¬ 
culosis  and  cysticerci 

" 

14.  4# 

11.1# 

8. 1% 

4.4# 

3.0 % 

Tuberculosis  only.  Whole 

2 

- 

mo 

- 

- 

- 

carcase  condemned  , 0 . 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was  condemne 

>d.  2? 

1 

— 

— 

13 

- 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
tuberculosis  ...  ... 

8. 6% 

5.5% 

1.8# 

Cyst ic ere os is .  Carcases 

wm 

of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned  « 

Carcases  submitted  to 
treatment  by  refrigeration 

.  — 

— 

- 

— 

— 

- 

Generalised  and  totally 

condemned  ...  ... 

— . 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

(iv)  Bakehouses. 


The  four  bakehouses  in  use  in  the  district  have  been  visited  regularly 
and  were  kept  in  a  satisfactory  manner. 

(v)  Food  and  Drugs. 

The  administration  of  the  part  of  the  Act  concerning  the  quality  and 
nature  of  articles  for  sale  is  administered  by  the  County  Council  Weights 
and  Measures  Department,  County  Hall,  Maidstone*  and  I  am  indebted  to  Mr. 

S.  Strugnell  the  Chief  Inspector  for  the  following  summary  of  work  carried 
out  in  this  area. 
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KENT  COUNT!  COUNCIL 


POOD  AND  DRUG-S  ACTS,  1938-1950 


Details  of  samples  taken  by  the  County  Sampling  Officers  within 
the  SWALE  RURAL  DISTRICT  during  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1955® 


Article 


NOo  Article 


0QOOOOOOO 


Absorbent  Boric  Lintc 
B&ked  Beans  in  Tomato  Sauce. . 
Baxon  Tablets„ ............... 

Beans  with  PorkQ . « 

Black  Cherry  Jam.  , 

Castor  Oil. . . . . . . . 


0  0  9  0  0  0  9 


Children's  Tonic 
Chop  Sauce. 

Dairy  Milk  Chocolate 
Frizets. ............ 

Fru  Grains. ......... 


00090000000000 


0900000000000000000 


Gin. 

Halibut  Liver  Oil. . . 
Ice  Cream. ......... 

Jamaica  Ginger.. 

Lard. . . . . . . 

Lemonade  Cubes. . . . . . 

Limeade  Tablets. . . . . 

Milk.. 


900000000000000 


09000009  OO 


00000900000 


09000000090000 


0000900000 


1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 


OOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO 


c/fd. 


.  32 
51 


B/fd.  51 

Nut  Milk  Bar. . _ _ 1 

Orangeade  Crystals . . . 1 

Orange  Squash. . . 1 

Peppermint  Cordial .  1 

Processed  Cheddar  Cheese. ......  1 

Processed  Cheese. . 2 

Puff  Pastry. . . 1 

Raspberry  Sherbets. ..... .  * . . .  1 

Spaghetti  in  Tomato  Sauce  with 

Cheese. . . 1 

Sweet  Pickle. ..................  1 

Tea. ...........................  1 

Tea  Cake  Mixture. ..............  1 

Tinned  Peas. . . 1 

Valopto  Eye  Lotion. ............  1 

Whisky. ........................  1 

Wine  Jelley. . . 1 

Total  68 


SUMMARY 


Milks. ..........  32 

Dxugs. ..........  6 

Spirits.........  3 


Other  samples. . .  27 

68 


All  the  above  samples  were  genuine  with  the  exception  of  the  following 


Sample  of 
Pasteurised  Milk 


Analysis 


Action  taken 


11.7$  deficient  in  fat.  Further  sample  satisfactory 


Processed  Cheese 

Fat  25. 9$»  Moisture 

47. 2  % 

No  action  as  there  is  no 

Excess  moisture  2.2$ 

prescribed  standard. 

Wine 

Jelly 

Alcohol  not  detected. 

Manufacturers  discontinued 

Description  therefore 

!  not 

use  of  description  "wine8 

justified. 

- 

T.T. 

Milk 

9$  added  water 

) 

Proceedings  instituted. 

T.T. 

Milk 

15$  added  water 

) 

Fine  imposed  £10. 

T.T. 

Milk 

14$  added  water 

) 

Weights  and  Measures  Department, 
County  Hall, 

Maidstone. 

9th  August,  1956. 
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SECTION  VII 


HOUSING- 


The  Rural  Housing  Survey  so  far  as  Category  V  houses  are  concerned  was 
revised  so  that  up  to  date  information  was  available  for  the  Council  to 
formulate  their  proposals  on  dealing  with  the  un^it  houses  in  their  district 
as  required  by  Section.  1  of  the  Housing  Repairs  nd  Rent  Act,  1954*  A 
report  was  submitted  in  July  showing  that  there  were  296  houses  which  were 
unfit  for  human  habitation  and  needing  demolition.  The  Council  decided 
after  considering  the  available  building  resources  and  other  relevant  detail 
that  they  could  deal  with  204  houses  as  a  five  year  programme  and  that  the 
more  densley  pulated  areas  with  their  comparatively  large  number  of  unfit 
houses  should  be  tackled  first.  As  a  large  number  of  these  houses  are 
occupied  by  pensioners  and  poor  families  it  is  anticipated  that  some 
difficulties  will  arise  over  the  question  of  rents. 

Applications  for  gant3  under  the  Housing  Act,  1949  towards  the  cost 
of  improve  mft&tsarid  conversions  increased  during  the  year.  There  were 
57  applications  involving  95  premises  approved  for  grant.  The  total  cost 
was  £42,739  and  the  grant  approved  was  £19,925*  It  is  felt  that  this 
scheme  is  doing  valuable  work  in  improving  the  standard  of  housing 
accommodation  in  the  district. 

Details  of  the  work  done  on  Housing  areas  follows:- 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected 
for  housing  defects  under  Public  Health 

and  noosing  Acts  « , «  <»#«  •*,  323 

Number  of  houses  found  to  be  in  any 

respect  unfit  for  human  habitation  * .  ...  1 67 

Number  of  houses  found  to  be  unfit 
for  human  habitation  and  incapable  of 

repair  at  reasonable  expense  *  • .  ...  . . .  1 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which 
defects  were  remedied  by  informal 

action  . . .  . . . .  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  134 


Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were 
rendered  fit  after  service  of  formal 

not  ICeS  ««o  eoe  .oo  ...  o.o 


«  •  • 


•  «  « 


2 


Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect 

of  which  demolition  orders  were  made .  NIL 

Number  of  houses  demolished  ...  . . .  6 


Number  of  houses  closed  in  pursuance 
of  an  undertaking  given,  under  Section 

II  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936  ...  . .  NIL 
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Number  of  dwelling  houses  reconditioned 
and  undertakings  cancelled  . * .  ... 


NIL 


New  Houses 


A  total  of  9 2  new  houses  were  erected  during  the  year,  65  by  Private 
Enterprise  and  27  by  the  Local  Authority, 

Hop  Pickers  *  Camps 


The  number  of  pickers  has  decreased  over  the  past  few  years  and  with 
the  development  of  machine  picking  it  is  likely  that  this  decrease  will  be 
maintained*  This  makes  the  question  of  improvement  to  the  conditions  of 
the  huts  more  difficult  but  progress  has  been  made  particularly  in  connection 
with  lighting  and  ventilation  and  paved  areas. 

There  are  37  camps  in  use  in  the  district  and  these  accommodate  some 

6,500  pickers* 
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SECTION  VIII 


SHOPS  AND  FACTORIES 


1,  Shops  Act. 

There  are  201  shops  on  the  Councils  register  and  during  the  year 
355  visits  were  made.  There  was  no  necessity  for  serving  any  notice. 

2.  Factories. 


In  only  2  cases  was  it  necessary  to  take  action  during  the  year. 
Both  were  lack  of  cleanliness  and  were  remedied  after  the  service  of 
informal  notices. 


Factories 

Inspections 

With  Power  . . . 

53 

65 

Without  Power 

..  14 

8 

Workplaces  . . «, 

21 

8 

88 

81 
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Distribution  of  cases  of  Infectious  Disease 

by  Parishes 
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APPENDIX  "Bn 

RECORD  OP  INSPECTIONS  W  THE  SANITARY 
INSPECTORS 


HOUSING 


Housing  Act ,  1 954  . .  . . .  .  2 

Housing  Act,  194-9  . . .  461 

Rural  Housing  Survey  . .  . . .  ...  ...  ...  ...  291 

Visits  under  Housing  Act,  1936  . . . .  49 

Re-visits  under  Housing  Act,  1936  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

Council  House  Applications  .  . .  218 

Council  House  Tenancies . .  ...  63 

POBLIC  HEALTH 

Complaints  re  Houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  . .  ...  277 

Other  Complaints  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  44 

Re-visits  (Houses)  . .  ...  .  912 

Other  Re-visits  . . ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  50 

Miscellaneous  visits  under  F.  H»A«  • .  •  ...  ...  ...  ...  Ill 

Infectious  Disease .  69 

Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds  . ...  . .  67 

Hop-pickers '  Camps  . .  265 

Fruit  Pickers  *  Camps  ...  ...  . 

Schools  ...  . . . . . . .  6 

Visits  re  Vermin  .  22 

Smoke  Observations  ...  ...  ...  ...  .  5 


FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT  AND  SHOPS 
Food  Premises 


Bakehouses  ...  ...  .  . .  17 

Grocery  and  General  ...  . . . .  ...  .  1 6l 

Restaurants  .  ...  53 

Inns  . 45 

Butchers .  52 

Fried  and  Wet  Fish  Shops  . .  ...  .  1 

Ice-Cream  . .  .  1 6 

Dairies  . . .  ...  ...  ...  ...  .  7 

Shops  (non-food)  .  18 

Slaughterhouses  .  470 

FACTORIES 

With  Power  .  ...  ...  . .  65 

Non-Power  ...  . . .  8 

Workplaces  . 8 
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GENERAL 


Civil  Defence . . .  56 

Interviews  o . .  ...  . .  335 

Rat  Destruction  . . . . .  49 

Building  Licences  ...  ...  ...  ...  . . 

'  is  l  fc  s  wi"th  M.  OoH.  ...  900  ...  ...  ...  o  o .  ...  ...  31 

Visits  with  D.S.  I .  . .  11 

Re  Alterations  and  Extensions  .  13 


WORK  DONE  BY  INSPECTOR 
Samples  for  Examination 


Faeces  ...  ...  ...  5 

Water  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Ice  Cream  . . . .  .  ...  ...  25 

Milk  ...  ...  ...  9 

General 

Rooms  disinfected  ...  ...  . » ®  ...  ...  ...  ...  66 
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APPENDIX  "G” 


Food  found  to  be  unfit  for  human  consumption 


BEEP 

Weight  (lbs) 

Carcases 

2 

Tuberculosis 

ls926 

Heads  and  tongues 

17 

Tuberculosis 

599 

Lungs 

15 

Tuberculosis 

224 

Livers 

11 

Tuberculosis 

360 

Miscellaneous 

7 

Tuberculosis 

34 

Livers 

50 

FaiciolasiSj,  Distornatosis  Abscess 

756 

Miscellaneous 

2 

Degeneration,  Abscesses 

rS  ro 

!  oo 

PORK 

Heads  and  tongues 

12 

Tubereul.cs  is 

135 

Lungs 

1 

Tuberculosis 

3 

Livers 

1 

Tuberculosis 

4 

Miscellaneous 

3 

Tuberculosis 

5 

Carcases 

7 

3 

Septic  Pneumonia  Pleurisy 

452 

Lungs 

8 

Pneumonia 

23 

Livers 

26 

Mi. Ik  spot 9  Cirrhosis 

91 

Miscellaneous 

5 

Bruising  Arthritis,  Urticaria  etc. 

1 1 6 

829 

MOTION 

Carcases 

10 

Emaciation 

191 

Heads  and  tongues 

4 

24 

Plucks 

3 

Congestion 

1 6 

Hindquarters 

1 

Bruising  (Lambing) 

20 

231 

VEAL 

Carcases 

OTHER  FOODSTUFFS 

2 

lyrexia  Moribund 

TOTAL  WEIGHT  OF  MEAT  5*077  lbs. 

70 

Tinned  Ham 

18  tins  Decomposition 

lS7i 
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APPENDIX  "D" 


Public 

Health 

Act, 

193<S 

Housing 

Ast, 

1936 

Food  & 
Drugs 

Aein 

1936 

Shops 

Act, 

1950 

Factories 

Act, 

1937 

Milk:  & 

Dairies 

Regs. 

1949 
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2.  WORK  COMPLETED  AS  A  RESULT  OP  ACTION  TAKEN. 
*(a)  HOUSING  DEFECTS  REPLIED 
External;*- 


Roofs  and  flashings  . . *  ... 

Chimneys  and  flues  » . .  ... 

Eaves  Gutters  . . .  ...  ... 

R.  W*  Downpipes  ...  .  © »  oo»  o« 

Walls  (brickwork,  pointing  etc.  ) 
Pavings,  steps  etc.  ...  ... 

Drainage  systems  provided  ... 
Drainage  repaired/cleansed  . . 
Dustbins  renewed/provided  ... 
Conversions  privies  to  W.C's 

Internal 
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Water  supply  provided  ...  ... 
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(b)  FOOD  PREMISES  AND  SHOPS 


Walls,  ceilings,  floors,  windows,  doors  repaired  * .  1 

Walls,  ceilings,  floors,  windows,  doors  cleansed  . .  1 

Cleanliness  improved  . . . . .  ...  4 

Hot -water  supplies  provided  0 .  «*  . .  ...  ...  1 
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